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Synopsis

For intermediate to advanced ColdFusion developers, the Certified Macromedia ColdFusion MX
Developer Study Guide serves one important purpose: To prepare developers to take (and pass!)
the test to become certified ColdFusion MX developers. How, then, to explain the fact that more
copies of the previous edition have been sold than there are certified ColdFusion developers?!
Could it be that the coverage is so thorough, the topics presented in such concise, clear terms that
the popular study guide has become the de facto desk reference of choice for ColdFusion prosA,
regardless of whether they plan to take the test? Whatever the case, one thing is clear: If you need
to get certified in ColdFusion MX development, this is the place to start. Written by ColdFusion
product evangelist Ben Forta with input from the team that developed the exam, the study guide is
organized as a series of tightly focused review sessions that follow the same subject divisions as
the test itself. Each chapter of this thoroughly revised volumeAincluding new chapters on
application security, XML, Web services, and Flash remotingAg,is short and to the point with
well-explained code examples. At the end of each review section are tips and sample exam
questions, and a companion Web site rounds out the package. Best of all, the book includes a
coupon for the exam, so if you take the test, the book is essentially free! Get this volume, and get

certifiedAitA; s as simple as that!
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Customer Reviews

Every ColdFusion developer is well aware of the fact that you simply can’t go wrong with a book



from Ben Forta. This is not only a guide for the certification exams but a wonderful quick reference
that will allow the reader to review everything about ColdFusion in just 400 pages.lt also definitely
recommended to people that plan to take the certification; if you manage to do well with the

questions at the end of each chapter, you will have no problem becoming certified. The book also

comes with a 15% discount on the exam, making it an excellent deal

With this book and some real-world experience in ColdFusion you should be able to pass the
Macromedia exam without a problem. Don’'t get me wrong - the exam isn’t easy - but Mr Forta
covers all of the relevent parts in focused chapters that cover what is needed to pass the exam and
excel in CF. After getting an Advanced level certification last month, | find I'm still using this book as

a reference on day-to-day stuff. Highly recommended.

This book does a good job of giving you information on every possible topic of the certification
exam. | used the original study guide to take and pass the first exam. This book includes just about
everything in the first book, and goes into topics that are relaevent for MX (i.e. CFCs, XML, Flash

intergration, etc.). If you want answers in a few pages vs. a few chapters, then buy this book.

Ben Forta’s deep experience and practical application overflows from the pages of this book that |
highly recommend. Of the dozens of computer books I've ever read, this one kept me astounded
me with its perfect-sized chapters, handy reference and cross-reference segments, and the
well-written pages. Not only is Ben Forta a good writer, he’s an outstanding teacher.Clarke

SchroederAdvanced Macromedia ColdFusion Certified

This is pretty much the only material you need to pass the certification. | was thinking of getting the
exam buster as previous reviewer suggested, but exam buster does not promise same day delivery
of their products, and with the exam one day away, | had only this guide to rely on.Here is the
approach | took that might work for you as well if you are pressed for time: Work on the end of
chapter exercises first, mark all the questions that you are unsure of, if you have the time, go back
and read the chapters and correct your own mistakes (I skipped this one because of time issue),
and finally check the answers at the back. Note all the ones you were unsure of or didn’t get right
and studied the reasons provided with each answer. If you don’t feel confident of the topic or you
have made enough mistakes in the questions, read that chapter.Before | read the guide, | scored a

70% using Ben’s site. After a day of going through the guide using the "algorithm" above, | got an



Advanced certification the next day. It goes to show you how good the guide is. One thing to be
aware of, some answers are not correct (ran into about 4-5 incorrect answers at the back of the
book), thankfully the answer analysis are correct most of the time so you can catch any mistakes in

the answers the book provides. Do Ben a favor and get this book, he really deserves the royalty.

This is a very good book, however the coupon for 15% off of the exam is no longer valid. It expired

December 31st of 2003.

This is a very well-written study-guide. It gets to the point without getting too wordy. It could serve as
a model for other study guides. But, | do have a few minor gripes. First, some of the pages were
printed kind of blurry, a kind of shadow image. Second, there is too much preaching about what the
author feels are best practices, some of which | question. Best practices questions are not on the
exam, at least the one | took, and thus should be left out of a study guide except as perhaps small
footnotes. There were also a few minor typos, but being a niche market | can forgive that for
technical books.
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